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Figure 7.1, The ILE learning principles should be at the core of the learning environment
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A

Challenges in Finnish Teacher Education
focusing on teacher training schools
and school development

Abo Akademi | Strandgatan 2 | 65100 Vasa 9.1.2015

i Abo Academi University in Vasa

Faculty of Education offers Teacher Education
for the Swedish language minority in Finland

Students ca 1150, Staff ca 70 P
Master exams per year ~ 80

i

Doctor exams per year ~ |0 Hetsinglus
(Halainli)

Abo Akademi | Strandgatan 2 | 65100 Vasa

A Presentation themes

= Historic background of teacher
education (TE)

= TE programs today

= Pedagogical dialogue between
theory and practice

= Research-based school
development in cooperation

Abo Alademi | Srandgatan 2| 65100 Vasa 912015

A Same same but different

a few milestones in Finnish TE

= |6-1700: Religious leaders controlling teachers:
= Subject knowledge
= High morality
= Pedagogical talent and capacity
= Mid-1800: Primary School Seminars
and Model Schools
= Systematically supervised and pedagogically
focused teaching practice influenced by
Central Europe (Germany)
= Inspiration from Deweys laboratory schools
in USA added the scientific approach...

Abo Aladei | Strandgatan 2 | 65100 Vasa

General structure in TE

= The Finnish teacher education is based on research and interaction between
theory and practice
= The studies are interactive and comprise lectures, group studies and projects as
well as individual studies
= Students in class teacher education complete a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Education comprising 180 ECTS credits and a Master of Arts degree in Education
comprising 120 ECTS credits (300 ECTS required for teaching positions)
= The completion of the exam takes approximately five years
= The major subject studies entail 60 ECTS credits of pedagogical teacher studies.
= In addition to the main subject studies, the degree also comprises
—  subject didactic studies
— supervised teaching placements at Teacher Training Schools
—  practice in Field Schools
— minor subject studies
~ language
— communications studies.
= The subject didactic studies focus is on the teaching and learning of subjects and
themes in basic education in Finnish schools
= Minor subjects can be chosen freely among subjects offered within the university
or by other universities

Z& TE programs today

 Bachelor of Arts program (180 ECTS)
¢ Kindergarten Teacher (yearly intake at AA: 40 students)
* Possible to continue to Master’s degree (not required)
* Master of Arts programs (180 + 120 ECTS)
e Ciass Teacher (yearly intake 60-70 students)
 Special Needs Teacher (yearly intake 20-25 students)
* Crafts (Sloyd) Teacher (intake every 2 years: 20 students)
* Home Economics Teacher (intake every 2 years: 10 students)
* Pedagogical Studies for Teachers (60 ECTS)
* Subject Teacher students with MA in school subject(s) (60/year)
* Vocational Teacher

Abo Akademi | Srandgatan 2| 65100 Vasa 912015
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A ECTS-system A Practice in TE

The supervised teaching practice is an important factor in the
= ECTS = European Credit Transfer and Accumulation student’s development to become a professional teacher

System (in academic studies) Elements of pedagogical theory and practice are integrated
= | year of studies = 60 ECTS credits
= 1500-1800 h studies per year
= | credit point = 25-30 h of work
= Bachelor Exam = 180 ECTS
= Master Exam = 180 + 120 ECTS

Practice periods are not only teaching, but contain also:
= Ethical and social aspekts
= Cooperation with teachers, staff and parents
= Planning, Curriculum work
= Administration, School leadership
One practice period per year, each 5 ECTS
Aclear line of progression and different focus areas
in each practice period

Development of self reflection and analytic skills

Abo Akademi | Strandgatan 2 | 65100 Vasa y \ Abo Akademi | Strandgatan 2 | 65100 Vasa

The P-T project An integrated siraiegy of supervision

in teaching praciice
)
(Y8 @/00

Praxis-theory

woegrated Bage of the

Pratice ‘ Theory o < student
., A o
Approaches to

cognition, teaching,
Insight human beeings, aching
y interaction ...

Experience

Z:.A; Current school development

= On a national level the Minister of Education Krista Kiuru has initiated a project <
adressing some of the problems in Finnish education today: S
— Examine reasons for the drop in learning outcomes in the PISA survey D
— Narrow down the gap in learning outcomes between boys and girls | |
— Finding ways to make students feel more motivated and enjoy school | :
= The content and methods used in teacher training will be examined and developed = i a | '%
to ensure that new teachers have appropriate knowhow, competence and skills 2 5 £ o 'g
when stepping into working life £ a = | g g | s
= On a regional and local school level (financed by the National Board of Education) g% g ' | % %I | =
many projects connected to learning environments and new technology have been & 2 % g g E | Lé
going for many years -] =é & | £5 | o
= Starting 2016 the national matriculation examination (during grade 12) will be a = =3 | ."% = | S
digital exam i % |

= Development of school-society connections: expert network to support and
inspire studies in different fields

Projektors mdksittning &r art granska, uppticka och sprida de lirandapatentialar som ny innovativ digital teknik

kaninnebsira for undervisning och didaktisk utveckling i skola, lrarutbildning, forskning och fortbildning.

Abo Akademi | Strandgata asa 9.1.2015
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../.X.\;.. New national curriculum 2016

= A 4-year project

= Project owner: the National Board of Education

= The process involves all stakeholders, particularly
education providers and education personnel

= The aim is to encourage also parents and pupils to
participate in the process

= The renewed core curriculum will be completed by the
end of 2014

= New local curricula that are based on this core curriculum
should be prepared by autumn 2016

i The swedish

L . . . 9 minority region
= All teacher training schools are involved arranging regional 4

workshops for school administrators and principals

Abo Akademi | Strandgatan 2 | 65100 Vasa 9.1.2015 13 Pk VN Abo Akadem | Strandgatan 2 | 65100 Vasa

£3
E3

Main changes in future education Vasa Teacher Training School

Working culture: values and well-beeing

Learning: Learning environments, motivation and
participation

http://youtu.be/UQvr6\Wp40cw

Teaching: cooperation, methods, school and society

School subjects and evaluation: objectives and
content, integration between subjects, self-evaluation

Abo Akademi | Strandgatan 2 | 65100 Vasa 2 2 NN Abo Akademi | Strandgatan 2| 65100 Vasa 912015
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